omnivorum into soil-unit types. Percy, R. G. 1983. Potential range of Phymatotrichum omnivorum as determined by edaphic Thirty-three of the 106 soil units of the factors. Plant Disease 67: 981-983.
FAO-UNESCO system were identified as potential harbors of P. omnivorum by a Based on a search of the literature, a potential range distribution for P. omnivorum has been process of elimination (Table 1) . A basic developed using edaphic factors. Soil base exchange capacity, pH, sodium content, calcium content, and clay fraction were determined to be factors delimiting occurrence and survival of the asumption selecting these soil units fungus. A nonedaphic factor considered was mean annual air temperature. Soil types possessing was that the corresponding soils the necessary characteristics were identified using the FAO-UNESCO soil-classification system. A map of the potential distribution of P. omnivorum in North America was produced and a Table 1 . FAO-UNESCO soil classification comparison made with the known distribution of Phymatotrichum root rot disease. The two units proposed to be supportive to Phymatodistributions were coterminous. Distribution of P. omnivorum-conducive soils in South America, trichum omnivoruma Africa, and India was also examined.
Soil unit Symbol
Vertisols V ..-. . -r .omnivorum in North America (Fig. 1) .I , --with a map of its range as reported by .:.... . ---pathogen distribution map indicates the presence of P. omnivorum in eastern Texas and its absence on the Baja Fig. 2 the known variation between individual from India, the question arises as to why soils within a soil-classification unit, the the fungus is restricted to North America 
